The purpose of this article is to examine a number of problems relating to Hebrew inscriptions from the Crimean peninsula (Ukraine). The greatest collections of them are found in two Jewish-Karaite cemeteries: in the Josaphat valley outside the "cave-town" of Chufut-Qalʚeh and in Tabana-Dere outside the "cave-town" of Mangup. The article is focused on the problems related to the Chufut-Qalʚeh cemetery.
The history of research in those cemeteries is closely connected to the name of the Karaite collector and archaeologist Abraham Firkowicz (1787-1874) and with the polemics around his discoveries, which arose in the second half of the 19 century. Firkowicz (and, a decade later, Prof. Daniel Chwolson) found a number of epitaphs which were attributed by them to the first centuries of the C.E. The results of his research were published by Firkowicz in his book Ab˰ ney Zikkaron 1 in 1872. But these results were called into question by Sh. Rappaport, A. Harkavy, E. Deinard, S. Munk, H.L. Strack, A. Kunik and other scholars, who suspected Firkowicz of having forged all the epitaphs which bore dates earlier than 1240 C.E. and also the colophons on the ancient manuscripts found by him in the Crimea, the Caucasus and the Middle East. According to those accusations, Firkowicz fabricated epitaphs and colophons, especially letters marking the dates, trying to prove the ancient origins of the Crimean Karaites.
We are in no position to describe here all the circumstances of the polemics.
2 But it is important to point out that many defenders of 
